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Abstract: The new European Union Framework for Research and Innovation, Horizon 2020, will run from
2014-2020 with an €80 billion budget. Horizon 2020 aims to raise the level of excellence in Europe's science
base and ensure a steady stream of world-class research to secure Europe's long-term competitiveness. To
achieve this goal, funding for research and innovation is not distributed equally among the various countries
and research groups, but rather it is used to support the most talented and creative research teams who can
carry out frontier research of the highest quality. How can Cyprus be competitive in this new research and
innovation environment? The goal of this presentation, geared towards young researchers (PhD students and
Post-Doctoral researchers), is to provide a personal perspective on issues that are important for pursuing high
quality research. The presentation will discuss topics such as the publication of high quality journal papers,
proposal preparation, the pursuit of interdisciplinary research, innovation and entrepreneurship, as well as
issues related to ethics, professionalism and volunteerism in research.
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