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Divergent Actualizations
In Nature, form is actual expression of synergetic processes of adaptation of matter to the varying 
environment. Hereby, form is a continuous flow of matter that happens in space and time. The 
understanding of form as an endogenous process changes drastically our relationship to matter. In 
architecture, such thinking provides a robust basis for the replacement of rationalistic approaches to 
the design of spaces. Further encouraged by the introduction of data-driven fabrication, a departure 
from over-simplification and standardization is enacted. However, new attitude and criteria are needed 
to shape integral design intelligences. Bridging research, education, and practice, the talk will address 
some of the facets of the intellectual shift that supports the investigation of novel spatial opportunities 
and the development of a contemporary discourse in architecture. Finally, a perspective on the new 
role of contemporary practitioners will be proposed.

Marco Verde *1979 (IT), educated as an Engineer at Università degli Studi di Cagliari, earned his post-graduate 
Master’s and DEA’s degree in Architecture at EsArq-UiC, Barcelona. Marco is an interdisciplinary practitioner and 
educator focused on integral design strategies and processes for Non-standard Architecture. He is an expert in 
material systems, interactive structures of variable geometry, and data-driven fabrication. Since 2007, Marco 
develops Performative Design Processes for Architecture a research and education initiative regularly hosted in 
several schools around Europe focused on computational design, material systems, and digital fabrication. In 
2011, Marco founded ALO. ALO is a hybrid architectural office where practice, research, and education combine 
in collaboration with an international network of academic and research partners. 
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