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Descrip on: This study interrogates the contesta ons that surround the post-1974 use, appropria on, 
and misappropria on of modern hotels built in 1960–74, as well as their current reali es as 
embodiments of shi ing socio-poli cal narra ves that are both ambivalent and complex. By focusing 
on ten hotels as paradigma c of modern heritage, this project asks: How can the insights of 
architectural history shed light on the poten ality of these buildings to serve as shared heritage 
between the two communi es of the island? Can this modern heritage ul mately be incorporated into 
the physical landscape of a post-conflict future Cyprus? This study is conducted as an encounter of 
modern architectural history with cri cal heritage studies and aims to advance a scholarly exposi on 
of the mul plicity of fric ons, narra ves, and interpreta ons that could poten ally unfold histories 
that have remained hidden or lost behind the buildings’ present physical condi on. To this end, this 
project draws on archival research and fieldwork, as well as oral histories, to provide a cri cal history 
of the different interpre ve structures and agendas that surround these hotels and inves gate how 
they could poten ally open up possibili es of a shared heritage. 

 


