
Title: Uneasy Leisure: Modern Hotels and Shared Heritage on a Divided Island 

Program Dura on: 01.02.2022 – 31.02.2024 

Coordina on: Panayiota Pyla 

Funding: Leven s Founda on (Cyprus) [€20.000] 

Main Researcher: P. Pyla  

Par cipa on of UCY: P. Pyla and D. Zacharia 

Descrip on: This project examines the post-1974 ‘a erlife’ of ten paradigma c hotels, analysing the 
opera ve agency of the mul ple narra ves and interpreta ons they embody. Through a compara ve 
analysis that draws on theore cal tools from architectural history and theory and cri cal heritage 
studies, this research interrogateσ compe ng narra ves of na onalism and iden ty; oscilla ons 
between remembrance and oblivion; and environmental fric ons regarding derelic on, demoli on, 
and preserva on. By exposing the complexi es of modern architectural heritage in a conflicted 
landscape, this project aims to inspire alterna ve heritage prac ces that recognize the complex 
poli cs of modern buildings and probe possibili es of transcending polariza on. To conduct this 
research, the PI draws on her exper se in Cyprus modernism and cri cal histories of leisure 
architecture, in collabora on with a highly skilled local research team and strong network of 
interna onal experts on modern architectural history and cri cal heritage in conflict areas. 

 


