Thomas Davis

S

The Archaeological Research Unit and its members express their deepest sorrow at the
loss of Thomas Davis, who dedicated much of his life to the archaeology of Cyprus and
collaborated closely with Cypriot archaeologists for many years. Tom earned his Ph.D. in
Syro-Palestinian Archaeology from the University of Arizona under the direction of Dr
William G. Dever. He was appointed Director of the Cyprus American Archaeological
Research Institute (CAARI) in Nicosia from 2003 to 2011, cultivating excellent academic
relations and friendships with members of the archaeological community on the island.
His own research in Cyprus included the study of the arrival of Apostle Paul on the
island, and most notably, the inauguration of the ‘Kourion Urban Space Project (KUSP)’,
in the frame of which he revisited the American excavations at Kourion, initiating an
important new investigation of the famous ‘House of the Earthquake’ at this site. Beyond
Cyprus, Tom also excavated extensively in Jordan, Egypt (at Sinai and Karnak), Sudan,
Central Asia (Kazakhstan), and the United States. In 2011, he joined the Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, as Professor of Archaeology, while,
since 2020, he was teaching at Lipscomb University, USA. Among other publications,
Tom wrote a book entitled ‘Shifting Sands: The Rise and Fall of Biblical

Archaeology' (Oxford University Press, 2004), as well as nhumerous articles and papersin
archaeology and Biblical Studies. We will always remember not only his contributions to
Cypriot and Eastern Mediterranean archaeology, but also his enthusiasm, collegiality,
kindness, passion for his work, and genuine interest in Cyprus and its people — and the
big, friendly smile that was always on his face.



H ApxatloAoyikny Epguvntikr) Movada Kal To TPooWTIKO TNG ekdpalouv tn Babld toug
BAIYN Toug ya tnv anwAela tou Thomas Davis, 0 omoiog eixe yla TToAAAG Xpovia cuvdEael
tn {wn Tou pE TNV apxatoAoyia tng Kumpou kat toug Kumploug apxatoAoyoug. O Tom
ATEKTNOE TO SLOAKTOPLKO ToU TiTAOo ard to Mavemotipio tng Aptddva uto thv
kaBodrynon tou Kab. William G. Dever. Ao 1o 2003 €wg 1o 2011 uTtnpETnoe Wg
AlevBuvtig tou KuttplakoU ApepikavikoU ApxatoAoytkoU EpguvntikoU lvotitoutou
(CAARI) otn Asukwoia, KAALEPYWVTAG EEALPETIKEC AKADNMAIKEC KAL TIPOCWTILKEG OXETELG
HE TA HEAN TNC APXALOAOYLKNC KOVOTNTAC TOU vnooUu. H €peguvd tou otnv KuTtpo
mepleAdppave tn HeAETN TNC AdLENg Tou Artootolou MauvAou oto vnoi kat, Kupiwg, TNV
dlevBuvon tou «Kourion Urban Space Project (KUSP)», pue Bacon to omoio ekivnoe pia
oNMAvTLKn véa €peuva yla tnv epieonun «Oia Tou Zelopou» otn B€on avtr. Ektog ano
tnv Kumpo, o Tom gixe emiong mpaypatomnolrost eKTeTapéveg avaokadeg otnv lopdavia,
tnv Ailyuttto (oto 2wva kat to Kapvak), to Zouday, tnv Kevipikn Acia (Kalakotdav) kat Tig
Hvwpéveg MoAteieg Apepikng. To 2011 dpxloe va d13AoKeL apxaloloyia oto
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary oto Fort Worth tou Té€ag, evw armoé 1o 2020
bidaoke oto Lipscomb University twv HIMA. Meta&y dAAwv dnpoactlevoswy, ival
ouyypadeag tou «Shifting Sands: The Rise and Fall of Biblical Archaeology» (Oxford
Press, 2004), kaBw¢ kal TTOAUAP LB HWYV ApBpwV KAl HEAETWY OTNV apxatoAoyia Kat T
BLBAIKEC OTTIOLDEC. Oa ToV BuUOPACTE TTAVTA OXL HOVO Yla TN CURBOAN Tou otnv Kuttplakn
apxatoAoyia kat otnv apxatodoyia tng AvatoAiknc Mecoyeiou, aAAd kal yia tov
evBouolacpo, Tnv cuvadeAPLKOTNTA, TV EVYEVELQ, TO TTABOC yla TN dOUAELA TOU KAl TO
yvnolo evdlapepov tou yia tnv KUTpo Kal Tov KOGHO TG — KAl yia 10 HEYAAO, GLAIKO
XAHOYEAO TIOU £iXE TTAVTA OTO TIPOCWTIO TOU.



