
 
 
 

 
 

Elective Course Descriptions 
Spring Semester 2022 

 
 
ENG 500  
Introduction to Feminist Theory 
Maria Margaroni 

The aim of this course is to offer students the basic theoretical background required for the comprehension and analysis of 
issues relating to Gender Studies. Given the multiplicity of methodologies and perspectives, the course is not designed to 
be comprehensive and will not cover systematically the history of women’s movements. It will focus, instead, on key issues 
and debates in Feminist and Gender Theory. Through the study of selected texts (both classic and more recent contributions 
to feminist thought), the students will have the opportunity to discuss the major concerns and intellectual developments in 
Feminist Theory. They will also be encouraged to compare and evaluate different theoretical approaches by bringing them 
into dialogue and by considering each in light of specific literary texts or films. 

 

ENG 507  
Women and World Cinema 
Evi Haggipavlu  

Cinema’s power to affect our ways of thinking about women and by extension of difference as such is not to be 
underestimated. Women, for the purposes of this course, are to be thought of as a radically complex ontological and at the 
same time political category; as both, that is, a suppression of difference as such and a result of an imbalance of power and 
thus a concrete manifestation of a difference from (an ideal standard) that is historically and geographically situated. The 
ways in which cinema treats the difference that women are and the kind of cinema that becomes possible when that 
difference is handled with care become the two central concerns of this course. Our main aim is to trace the history of 
women in world cinema by becoming attuned to the omissions, displacements, and disfigurements revealed in cinema’s 
official story. In attempting to sketch out a critical history of women in world cinema we shall treat films as critical statements 
in their own right capable of commenting on their times from within the specific cinematic, historical, political and cultural 
contexts they belong to and heed the silences, monologues and conversations they utter.  

 

ENG 511  
Postmodernism and the Aesthetic 
Tziovanis Georgakis 

The aim of the course is to offer students the chance to examine issues related to the overarching field of Western aesthetics 
and its entanglement with postmodern theory and literature. Themes such as the nature of art and artwork, the feeling of 
pleasure and displeasure in appearance, the appreciation and cultivation of the judgment of taste, and the aesthetic 
condition of the subject and subjectivity will be investigated in terms of the way they are re-examined and appropriated by 
postmodern thinkers and artists. In-class discussions will focus on theoretical texts by seminal thinkers—in particular, 
by Immanuel Kant, Jean-François Lyotard, Ihab Hassan, Jacques Derrida, Paul Virilio, Jacques Lacan, and Julia Kristeva—that 
will be juxtaposed with works of fiction by Italo Calvino, drama by Jean Genet, and cinema by Andrei Tarkovsky. The course 
is interdisciplinary, so students will develop critical thinking skills for navigating distinct but necessarily pertinent mediums. 
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ENG 524  
Science Fiction and Philosophy 
Tziovanis Georgakis 

The aim of the course is to investigate the genre of science fiction as a kind of a literary representation that mediates the 
ontological distinction between human subjects and technological apparatuses. Specifically, the course will explore science 
fiction as a particular frame of reference, as a peculiar modality which represents the evasive, dubious, and often 
contradictory boundaries whereby human beings and technological objects are not only separated but also interbred as 
organisms and mechanisms. Throughout the duration of the course, the following issues will be discussed: computing and 
intelligence; ontogenesis; technical mentality; technology and positionality (Gestell); machines and machination; biological, 
sexual, and political identities and transgression. In-class discussions will focus on theoretical texts by seminal thinkers—
in particular, by Alan Turing, Martin Heidegger, Gilbert Simondon, Bernard Stiegler, and François Laruelle—which will be 
juxtaposed with works of science fiction by Stanislaw Lem, H. P. Lovecraft, Ridley Scott, and William Gibson. 

 

ENG 535  
Seminar in American Studies I 
Antonis Balasopoulos 

The aim of this course is to examine specific problems in American literary and cultural history from the foundation of the 
U.S. Republic to the American Civil War. Though the topic of investigation may vary in a given semester, the seminar presents 
students with an interdisciplinary methodological framework and with a broad variety of primary texts, including non-literary 
ones (visual, aesthetic, legal, political, etc.), thus introducing them to the broad and interdisciplinary practices of American 
Studies in the present. Students are expected to have developed a concrete grasp of major political, historical and aesthetic 
developments in the period in question, to have become familiar with some of the key debates and theoretical propositions 
that relate to the topic of the seminar, and to be able to analyze a variety of forms and genres of primary texts in a critically 
aware, theoretically informed and historically situated manner. 

 

ENG 549 
The Linguistics of English Orthography 
Spyros Armostis 

This course serves as an introduction to grapholinguistics, i.e. the interdisciplinary field studying the written modality of 
language, by covering writing systems, their linguistic analysis and their classification. The main focus of the course is the 
linguistic analysis of English orthography mainly from a morphophonological perspective: analytical tools such as 
orthographic depth, morphography, phonetic and phonological spelling, etymological spelling and historical development 
of the English writing system will be central in deconstructing the writing system of English. Other topics that will be covered 
(mainly with reference to English) are the psycholinguistics of reading and writing, the sociolinguistics of spelling, computer-
mediated communication and spelling (e.g. texting), differences between British and US spelling, the development and 
standardisation of writing systems etc. 

 

ENG 554  
Bilingualism 
Sviatlana Karpava  

This course offers a comprehensive theoretical and practical journey on bilingualism and covers a wide range of topics to 
provide students with a multidisciplinary overview of this emergent discipline. Combining theory and practice in an engaging 
and accessible way, it aims to familiarize students with the key concepts and research topics in bilingual language 
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acquisition, development, processing and use, theories of bilingual development, characteristics of the bilingual learner, 
bilingual speech perception and sound development, bilingual lexical and morphosyntactic development, bilingual language 
processing and metalinguistic awareness. The students will be introduced to the bilingual learning and use at five stages of 
life from early childhood to adulthood, the larger contexts of bilingualism related to ideologies of language, law, language 
planning and policies and the economics of bilingualism. They will learn more about the contexts for bilingual (un)learning, 
the nature of exposure and input in early bilingualism, additive immersive and heritage language programs, foreign language 
learning. The dynamics of bilingualism across the lifespan will be discussed during the lectures and seminars, the 
measurement of bilingual abilities, language choice in bilingual interaction, first language attrition as well as bilingual 
research across disciplines, bilingualism in clinical linguistics, education, second language acquisition, cognitive science, 
neurolinguistics, sign language research, language contact, bidialectalism and multilingualism.  

 

ENG 566  
Issues in Biolinguistics 
Kleanthes Grohmann 

From theoretical linguistics to biolinguistics might be an appropriate sub-title for this course, which will take us straight 
into the more biologically oriented area of cognitive science with a fair bit of philosophy of language, Cartesian philosophy 
and the mind/brain distinction, and the like all the way up to the 21st century reappraisals of Darwin’s evolutionary theory, 
evo–devo, and genetics—and in the midst of it all: language/grammar and generative approaches to it. The true focus of 
the course is thus an introduction to the challenge posed by interdisciplinarity: How can findings of theoretical linguistics 
be integrated with the rest of cognitive science—and indeed with biology, or the natural sciences at large? This course 
addresses all areas of language analysis with a focus on experimental research in the areas of developmental and clinical 
language study (psycho- and neurolinguistics). 

 

ENG 584  
Persuasion in Translation 
Konstantinos Kritsis 

By exploring the challenges of transferring between English and Greek information contained in texts within the areas of 
journalism, politics, marketing/advertising, and business, it is the aim of this course to straddle theory and practice in a) 
illustrating key discursive organisation and persuasive strategies used in writings whose aim is to alter the behaviour of 
their recipients and b) uncovering the way(s) in which translators may present information when attempting to elicit 
similar/equivalent response(s) in their implied TL addressees.  

 

ENG 589  
Translating War 
Konstantinos Kritsis 

By exploring the challenges of transferring between English and Greek information contained in a variety of primary sources 
produced for different purposes prior, during, and after war(s), it is the aim of this course to straddle theory and practice in 
illustrating the role of translation/-ors in shaping the representation of different aspects of (armed) conflict while facilitating 
and safeguarding the passage of its experience to memory.     
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ENG 594 
Text Linguistics 
George Floros 

The course is intended to examine language in its textual dimension, by explaining the main structural and functional 
features of texts as communicative units and by introducing the essential macro-structural parameters according to which 
texts can be analyzed and classified. It will thus be based upon a multifaceted understanding of Text Linguistics as discourse 
analysis, as ‘transphrastic grammar’ and as functional-communicative study of language. The ultimate aim is to familiarize 
students with texts as autonomous units of meaning with an internal structure. An additional aim is to show how texts can 
be classified into different types according to their intended function and usage. At the end of the course, students are 
expected to have developed a full overview of various theoretical approaches to the analysis of texts, from the early attempts 
of the 60s through to more elaborate approaches in the 80s and 90s and have been acquainted with possible application 
fields of text linguistic analysis. 

 

ENG 596  
Translating Scientific and Medical Texts 
Olga Kanelli 

Scientific and medical translation demands not simply for a literal translation but for an accurate and reliable translation. In 
this course, we will focus on the nature and style of special languages in specialized texts. Emphasis will be given on the 
acquisition of specialized knowledge, both linguistic and extra-linguistic, and the delivery of professional documents in 
real-market conditions. By the end of this course, students will be expected to be able to evaluate existing sources for 
specific purposes and to deliver specialized translations in a professional manner. Knowledge of both Greek and English is 
necessary.  

 

ENG 599  
Terminology Management 
Olga Kanelli 

This course will explore the close relationship among terminology, translation and knowledge transfer. The aim will be to 
highlight the importance of terminology in many aspects of modern life. We will discuss basic terminology management 
issues, analyze differences between lexicography and terminology and learn to organize / manage terminological work in 
the course of a translation process. The ability to identify solutions to translation problems will be intensified as well as the 
skill to evaluate existing terminological sources for specific purposes. Excellent knowledge of both Greek and English is 
required. 

 

 

 


