
 
 
 

 
 

Elective Course Descriptions 
Fall Semester 2022 

 
 
ENG 513 
Existentialism in Literature and Cinema  
Evi Haggipavlu 

The purpose of this course is to examine the significance of Existentialism for the Humanities—specifically for Philosophy, 
Literature and Cinema—by focusing on Existentialism’s peculiar nature as inherently interdisciplinary. Existentialism is to 
be thought of not only as a perspective critical of metaphysical thinking but more importantly as a bridge that profoundly 
connects the various disciplines in question. In thinking of Existentialism as an attitude that surpasses disciplinary limits; 
as a specific comportment towards being, that in turn engenders a passionate, interested and ultimately very human 
engagement with the world in which we live, our aim will be to carefully explore some of the main themes of Existentialism—
such as, alienation, otherness, truth, radical freedom, love, time, faith, angst and the meaning of existence, among others—
as these emerge in the works of some of the most important representatives of the Existentialist tradition in Literature, 
Philosophy and Cinema.  

 

ENG 538  
Women Writers and Fantasy 
Maria Margaroni 

This course will focus on the fiction of major feminist writers of the 20th and 21st centuries who have chosen to work within 
different genres of fantasy. The aim is to see how these writers employ the mode of fantasy in their works and to what effect. 
Drawing on the thought of different theorists of literary fantasy, students will investigate the conventions and subversive 
potential of this literary mode, the relation between gender and genre as well as questions relating to the exclusive nature 
of prevailing definitions of the “real”, the unconscious formation of the subject, and the interplay in the space of literature 
among language, desire and ideology. An important thematic thread to be pursued in class discussions is the traditional 
connection between literary fantasy and escapism, a connection the politics of which feminist writers of fantasy seek to 
expose and undermine. 

 

ENG 552 
Global Englishes  
Natalia Ivanova-Slavianskaia  

Global Englishes (GE) is a highly interactive course enabling students to critically approach the implications of the global 
spread of the English language as it is used around the world: as a lingua franca or for interacting in native speaker contexts. 
The course will provide students with the knowledge of the dynamic and variable nature of global and local Englishes spoken 
in different corners of the world. Drawing on the research and the input on the course the participants will be encouraged 
to reflect on their own GE context, on English speakers’ attitudes to the language generally, and on the implications of the 
GE paradigm development for professional practice and language policy formation.  
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ENG 553 
Issues in First Language Acquisition  
Kleanthes Grohmann    

This course introduces current developments in the linguistic study of language acquisition. It offers a general overview of 
Universal Grammar and the biolinguistic principles of language, and then proceeds to specific interests in the morphosyntax 
of first language acquisition, but also introduce bi- and multilingualism, issues in second language acquisition and learning, 
heritage language use, and language attrition. Students will be able to assess language variation from the vantage point of 
the Principles & Parameters framework and its contemporary version with special reference to language development. They 
will also become familiar with basic notions of first language acquisition and advanced topics on language interfaces and 
processing along the way. The theoretical framework will help students appreciate the linguistic basis for much of the 
research over the past three decades.  

 

ENG 567 
Language and Culture  
Natalia Ivanova-Slavianskaia  

Language and Culture is a highly reflective course which aims to develop students’ understanding of the relationship 
between language, culture, thought, identity and power. Within the course, the BA students will reflect on how language 
shapes their reasoning, thought and their perceptions of the world. The interrelation of language and culture will be also 
explored from language learner’s perspective. Thus, the participants will look at the problem of cultural perceptions of 
international students studying in EMI (English-Medium Instruction) context. Importantly, the students will also discuss the 
relationships between language and identity and reflect on their own native or non-native identities within English language 
learning and interaction.  

 

ENG 574 
Audiovisual Translation  
Konstantinos Kritsis 

The course offers a combination of theoretical discussion and practical exercise on audiovisual translation. By exploring the 
challenges of translating between English and Greek for the screen, it is the aim of this course to equip students with an 
understanding of the multi-modal and multi-semiotic nature of different modes of audiovisual translation (e.g. subtitling, 
surtitling, audio description, voice-over etc.) and allow them to critically assess the link(s) and gap(s) between theory and 
practice by familiarising themselves with subtitling guidelines and software and using them to produce work that meets the 
needs and expectations of diverse audiences.  

 

ENG 586 
Translation of Children’s and Young Adults’ Literature  
Konstantinos Kritsis 

The course offers a combination of theoretical discussion and practical exercise on translating for young(er) audiences. By 
exploring the challenges of translating between English and Greek various genres of children’s and young adults’ literature 
(classic novel, historical and realistic fiction, contemporary novel, picture books, as well as folk and fairy tales), it is the aim 
of this course to straddle theory and practice in a) illustrating the distinctive character of literature written for younger 
audiences and b) highlighting the potential and limitations in crafting convincing narratives of authentic childhood and 
adolescence experiences.  
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ENG 598   
Legal and Economic Translation 
Olga Kanelli 

This course aims to acquaint students with issues involved in translating legal and economic texts. We will examine basic 
legal and economics texts (SL & TL) and focus on integrating textual, thematic, strategic, sociolinguistic and technological 
skills with strategies which can be applied to legal and economic translation areas. Emphasis is placed on the development 
of the translation techniques required to resolve translation difficulties, including terminology research, quality assessment 
and the selection and management of reliable information resources. Excellent knowledge of both Greek and English is 
indispensable. 

 

ENG 599   
Translation Criticism 
Olga Kanelli 

In this course, we will study metatexts produced in given cultures with the purpose of finding constants and norms in 
translation behavior. Students will become aware of the methods and principles used to evaluate a translation and make 
corrections on semantic and structural discrepancies. The skills of evaluation, assessment, criticism and analysis will be 
sharpened. Shifts of expression, adequacy, translational gain and loss will be thoroughly discussed and examined. 

 

 

 


