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ABSTRACT

The paper reports the findings of a study of low socioeconomic status students in
higher education in relation to their participation, academic attainment, and earnings
expectations after graduation. Data were collected from a sample of mainly third and
fourth year students at the University of Cyprus. The findings point to significant
differences between high and low socioeconomic status students in terms of
preparation for higher education, academic attainment at university, and earnings
expectations after graduation. In comparison to their high socioeconomic status
peers, low socioeconomic status students were less likely to spend a large number of
hours on preparatory private lessons and less likely to achieve a high grade at
university. Moreover, students of lower socioeconomic status were found to expect
lower employment earnings, although employment expectations (duration of
unemployment and type of first job) were not significantly affected by parental
socioeconomic status. The paper discusses the implications of the findings for
educational policy and research.
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