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Abstract

The principle of gender equal pay is fundamental in the European Union and has been
considerably developed through legislation and case law, while the multidimensional and
complex nature of equal pay made necessary the complementary use of hard and soft law
instruments. This study is theoretically situated within broader discussions of new governance
and hard and soft law debates. Key concepts inherent in the theories of deliberative democracy
and reflexive law are analyzed through a gender sensitive lens and used as indicators for
examining the EU and national hard and soft law on equal pay in terms of their effectiveness and
legitimacy potential, particularly in promoting women’s voices. The combined use of legal
analysis and empirical research made possible the investigation of issues such as women’s
participation in these processes, whether women are provided with effective opportunity to
express their views in public deliberation through reasoned dialogue and the extent to which and
how, if at all, their voices are taken into consideration. The exploration of these issues, especially
in relation to the area of equal pay, was missing from the literature.
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