Please note that the English translation of the present regulations is for information purposes only and is not
intended to have any legal effects. In the event that a dispute should arise about the interpretation of the
regulations contained herein and the rules contained in the original Greek document, the latter shall prevail.

5.0 The University of Cyprus (Student and Academic Affairs) — Regulations 2006 to 2025,
R.A.A. 172/2006 to R.A.A. 225/2025

LEGAL NOTICE

The publication at hand by the Law Office of the University of Cyprus is an unofficial
consolidation of the University of Cyprus (Student and Academic Affairs) Regulations 2006 to
2025, R.A.A. 172/2006, R.A.A. 134/2016, and R.A.A. 225/2025 [Official Gazette of the
Republic, Third Supplement, Part I: 14.4.2006, 28.4.2016, 25.7.2025]. It is issued for practical
reasons and does not replace the original text of the Regulations. Only the texts of the
legislation published in the printed Official Gazette of the Republic of Cyprus are authentic.
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3(a) R.A.A. 225/2025
Procedure for
determining the
number of places
offered to incoming
students in
undergraduate
programmes of study
offered in one of the
official languages of
the Republic.

(b)

(4)

These Regulations may be cited as the University of Cyprus (Student and
Academic Affairs) Regulations of 2016 to 2025.

In realising the University’s objectives, as these are set out in subsection (2) of
article 4 of the University of Cyprus Law, the University shall ensure:

the provision of high-quality undergraduate and postgraduate programmes of
study, which shall align and comply with recognised international standards
and the general scientific developments in the relevant fields of knowledge,
and shall be governed by the principles that apply to and emphasise the
integrated character of European Higher Education; and

the wider contribution of the University to the establishment and the
promotion of a society of information and knowledge, as well as to the
promotion of lifelong learning, by providing training programmes covering
specialised scientific subjects and new developments or other subjects of
broader interest.

(1)  The University may confer the following academic qualifications:

(a)  “Degree”, upon the successful completion of undergraduate
programmes of study;

(b)  “Magister” (Artium/Scientae/Ingeniatorum, Engineering,
Legum), or Master in Business Administration (MBA) or Master
in Business Economics (MBE), upon the successful completion of
a postgraduate programme of study (Master’s degree);

(c) “Doctoral Degree”, upon the successful completion of a
postgraduate doctoral programme of study;

(d)  other degrees, including honorary titles.

(2)  In the context of inter-university programmes of study, the University
may confer relevant degrees jointly with the collaborating higher
education institutions.

(1)  Subject to the provisions of Regulation 5, the Council shall submit, for
each academic year and no later than 31 January of the preceding
calendar year, a recommendation to the Ministry of Education, Sport,
and Youth regarding the total number of places offered by the
University for each undergraduate programme of study that is offered
in one of the official languages of the Republic. The Council may, for this
purpose, take into consideration the recommendations of the Senate
and the Boards of the Departments.



3(b) R.A.A. 225/2025.

3(c) R.A.A. 225/2025.

4(a) R.A.A. 225/2025.
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determining the
number of places
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undergraduate
programmes of study
offered in one of the
official languages of
the Republic.

4(b) R.A.A. 225/2025.

4(c) R.A.A. 225/2025.

4(d) RAA.A. 225/2025.

14(1) of 2017
119(1) of 2019
59(1) of 2022.

(2)

(3)

(1)

The Ministry of Education, Sport, and Youth shall submit a proposal to
the Council of Ministers regarding the recommendation of the
University, in which it shall express its views and the views of the
Planning Bureau and the Ministry of Finance.

The Council of Ministers shall decide on the total number of student
places to be offered for each undergraduate programme of study that
is offered in one of the official languages of the Republic, no later than
by the end of May of the calendar year preceding the academic year for
which the number of students is approved.

The University, following consultation with the Ministry of Education
and Culture, shall decide on the number of places to be offered for the
undergraduate programmes of study offered in one of the official
languages of the Republic, taking into consideration, inter alia, the
following criteria:

(a)  the existing supply and demand, determined by the needs of the
market (in the private and public sectors), the objectives of the
State as set out by the Ministry of Education and Culture, and the
preferences of students.

(b)  the potential of the University to support students concerning:

(i) the building facilities (e.g. classrooms, the restaurant,
etc.);

(ii)  the Academic Affairs and Student Welfare Service of the
University;

(iii)  the University Library and the IT Support Service of the
University.

(c)  the ability of the Departments to support the programmes of
study in relation to:

(i) the academic and other teaching staff;

(ii)  the administrative staff;

(iii)  the specialised laboratories;

(iv)  the consequent increase in supernumerary places, under
subsection (5) of Article 29 of the Law on the Conduct of
the Pancyprian Entrance Examinations for Admission to
Higher and Tertiary Education institutions (AAEI) in Cyprus
and Greece, as well as in supernumerary students and in

equivalence and corresponding students.

(d)  the maintenance of a high level of education in relation to:



4(e) R.A.A. 225/2025.

5R.A.A. 225/2025. 5A.

Determination of the
number of places to
be offered for
undergraduate
programmes of study
offered in a language
other than the official
languages of the
Republic.

6(a) R.A.A. 225/2025. 6.
Publication of the
number of places in
programmes of study
offered in one of the
official languages of

the Republic

6(b) R.A.A. 225/2025.

(2)

(1)

(2)

(i) students;

(ii)  the possibility of recruiting new academic staff;
(iii)  the size of the audience; and

(e)  the financial viability of the programme in relation to:
(i) the minimum number of students;

(i)  the state aid and the financial support:
For the purposes of the present Regulation:

"supernumerary students" means undergraduate students who are
admitted based on special criteria to undergraduate programmes of
study offered at least in one of the official languages of the Republic;

“Academic Affairs and Student Welfare Service” means the
administrative service of the University that is responsible for academic
affairs and student welfare;

“equivalence and corresponding students” means students who are
referred by the Cyprus Council for the Recognition of Higher Education
Qualifications to attend supplementary courses.

The number of places offered for undergraduate programmes of study
that are offered in a language other than the official languages of the
Republic shall be determined by the Council of Ministers, following a
recommendation of the Council to the Minister of Education, Sport, and
Youth:

Provided that, the Council of Ministers shall announce, no later than
January of each year, the undergraduate programmes of study to be
offered in a language other than the official languages of the Repubilic,
the total number of places for each programme, as well as the amount
of tuition fees.

The Council shall submit, for each academic year and no later than the
end of June of the preceding calendar year, a recommendation
regarding the total number of student places offered by the University
for each programme of study that is offered in a language other than
the official languages of the Republic.

The number of places offered in the various Departments and/or programmes
of study of the University that are offered in one of the official languages of
the Republic shall be published by the end of each calendar year. This shall
apply to the admission of students in the following academic year:

Provided that, admission to postgraduate programmes may occur in both
the winter and spring academic semesters.



Inclusion in the 7.  Any decision to introduce new programmes of study and to offer a number of
Budget. places for study in them or any decision to increase the number of places

7 R.A.A. 225/2025.

offered in the previous year for incoming students in programmes of study

offered in one of the languages of the Republic, which entails a burden on the
annual budget of the University, shall be implemented only provided such a
burden has been included in the annual budget and the latter has been
approved by the competent bodies of the State.

Admission criteria 8. (1)
22(1) of 2006.
8(a) R.A.A. 225/2025.

8(b) R.A.A. 225/2025. (2)

8(c) RA.A. 225/2025. (3)

8(d) R.A.A. 225/2025.

9 R.A.A. 225/2025. 8A. (1)
Admission to

undergraduate

programmes of study

offered in a language

other than the official

languages of the

Republic.

Subject to the provisions of the Law on the Conduct of the Pancyprian
Examinations, the criteria for the admission of students to
undergraduate programmes of study that are offered in one of the
official languages of the Republic, for a given academic year, shall be
prescribed by Rules.

The criteria for the admission of students to postgraduate programmes
of study of the University shall be established by Rules regardless of the
language in which they are offered. These criteria shall be published by
the end of each calendar year and shall apply to the admission of
students for the following academic year:

Provided that, the possession of a recognised degree or an equivalent
qualification shall be the main requirement for admission to a
postgraduate programme of study.

The special criteria for the admission of students to undergraduate
programmes of study that are offered in one of the official languages of
the Republic shall be prescribed by Rules and shall be published ahead
of the time at which those interested will be called to decide on their
courses.

Provided that, in a given academic year, up to 10% of the places
available in undergraduate programmes of study may be offered by the
University as supernumerary places in the undergraduate programmes
of study offered in one of the official languages of the Republic for the
admission of students from other Member States or third countries
based on special criteria, and up to 15% of the places in undergraduate
programmes of study for the admission of students based, primarily, on
socio-economic criteria.

The admission criteria to undergraduate programmes of study that are
offered in a language other than the official languages of the Republic
shall be the following:

(a)  The possession of a school leaving certificate (apolytirion) issued
by a Secondary Education Institution, recognised by the
competent authorities of the country of origin;

(b)  very good knowledge of the foreign language in which the
programme is taught, as determined by the accepted evidence

5



Allocation and offer
of places.
10(a) R.A.A. 225/2025.

22(1) of 2006.

9.

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

of language proficiency established by the Public Service
Commission; and

(c) success in international examinations such as the GCE,
International Baccalaureate, or other equivalent international
written examinations, or the Pancyprian Examinations, or other
equivalent entrance examinations:

Provided that, candidates must have achieved the minimum
required combination of grades, as determined by each
Department of the University for each programme of study. In
the case of admission through the Pancyprian Examinations or
equivalent entrance examinations, priority shall be given to
candidates with the highest scores:

Provided further that, candidates who have succeeded in the
Pancyprian Examinations or equivalent entrance examinations
shall be admitted to undergraduate programmes of study
offered in a language other than the official languages of the
Republic at a rate of 20% in addition to the number of candidates
admitted based on the other criteria in paragraph (c):

Provided further that, in the event that the available places are
not filled by candidates based on the results of international
examinations, these may be allocated to candidates who have
succeeded in the Pancyprian Examinations or equivalent
entrance examinations.

Admission to undergraduate programmes of study offered in a
language other than the official languages of the Republic shall not be
permitted based on special criteria.

For inter-university undergraduate programmes of study, the admission
system and criteria shall be determined by the Senate of the University
and approved by the Minister of Education, Sport, and Youth.

The allocation and offer of places at the University to candidates for
admission to undergraduate programmes of study offered in one of the
official languages of the Republic, in a given academic year, shall be
conducted based on the system of admission to the Higher and Tertiary
Education Institutions of Cyprus, provided for in the Law on the Conduct
of the Pancyprian Examinations, as amended or replaced from time to
time.

Following the allocation and offer of places under the provisions of the
Law on the Conduct of the Pancyprian Examinations, any places in
undergraduate programmes of study offered in one of the official
languages of the Republic which have -

(a) either remained vacant after the last allocation;



10(c) R.A.A. 225/2025.

Undergraduate
programmes of
study.

2 R.A.A. 134/2016.

10.

(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(4A)

(5)

(6)

(b) either remained vacant because their holders cannot attend
university in the following academic year;

(c) or have remained vacant because their holders did not accept them,

shall be allocated based on the internal procedures of the University, as
prescribed by Rules.

The ranking and final selection of candidates for undergraduate
programmes of study offered in a language other than the official
languages of the Republic shall be carried out according to internal
procedures of the University, which shall be prescribed by Rules drawn
up by the Senate and approved by the Council.

The normal duration of a programme of study leading to the award of
a Bachelor's Degree shall be eight (8) semesters, and the maximum time
allowed for its completion shall be twelve (12) semesters.

A student may graduate earlier than the time specified in paragraph (1),
provided that he/she has fulfilled all the obligations of his/her
programme of study.

The teaching load of an undergraduate programme of study, and in
particular the number of ECTS credits to be obtained by the student,
shall be prescribed by Rules.

Undergraduate programmes of study may have an interdisciplinary
character and may be established through interdepartmental
collaborations.

Undergraduate programmes offered under bilateral agreements
between the University and other recognised higher education

institutions may have an inter-university character.

Matters relating to attendance at undergraduate programmes of study
may be regulated or prescribed by Rules.

Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (5), Rules made under
this paragraph may provide for, inter alia, the following matters:

(a)  the general rules for undergraduate programmes of study;

(b)  the procedure for changing an undergraduate programme of
study;

(c)  the exemption of students from a foreign language course;
(d)  the thesis;

(e) interdepartmental, interdisciplinary programmes of study;



2 R.A.A. 134/2016.

11 R.A.A. 225/2025.

Minor programmes
of study.

Postgraduate
programmes of study
(Master).

12 R.A.A. 225/2025.

3 R.A.A. 134/2016.

3 R.A.A. 134/2016.

11.

12.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(2A)

(3)

(eA) inter-university programmes of study;
(f) student transfers.

Provided that, transfers shall not be permitted from an
undergraduate programme of studies offered in one of the
official languages of the Republic to a programme offered in
another language and vice versa.

A student may enrol in and attend a minor programme of study while
also attending his/her undergraduate programme of study.

The student shall complete the minor programme of study no later than
twelve (12) semesters from the date of his/her admission to the
University.

The criteria and the procedure for admission to and attendance at a
minor programme of study, as well as the ECTS credits of the
programme, shall be prescribed by Rules.

The minimum duration of a postgraduate programme of study
(Master's) shall be three (3) semesters, and the maximum time allowed
for its completion shall be eight (8) semesters.

The criteria and the procedure for the admission of students to
postgraduate programmes of study (Master's), regardless of the
language in which they are offered, as well as other matters relating to
attendance at such programmes, may be regulated or prescribed by
Rules.

Postgraduate programmes of study (Master's) offered under bilateral
agreements between the University and other recognised higher

education institutions may have an inter-university character.

Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (2), Rules made under
this paragraph may provide for, inter alia, the following matters:

(a)  the categories of postgraduate programmes of study (Master's);

(aA) the offer of inter-university postgraduate programmes of study
(Master's);

(b)  the student categories;

(c) the establishment and operation of a committee for
postgraduate programmes of study;

(d)  the appointment of Research and Academic Advisors;

(e) the requirements of the postgraduate programme of study,
including the number of ECTS credits to be acquired by the



Postgraduate
programmes of study
at the doctoral level.

4 R.A.A. 134/2016.

4 R.A.A. 134/2016

Certificates and
attestations.

Principles of teaching
and learning
methods.

13.

14.

15.

(1)

(2)

(2A)

(3)

(1)

(2)

student and any other criteria for obtaining the relevant degree,
which may also include the writing of a dissertation;

(f) the employment of postgraduate students (at the Master's level)
to assist in teaching.

The minimum duration of a postgraduate programme of study leading
to the award of a Doctoral Degree shall be six (6) academic semesters
of full-time attendance, while the maximum duration shall be sixteen
(16) academic semesters.

The criteria and the procedure for the admission of students to a
doctoral programme of study may be regulated or prescribed by Rules.

Postgraduate programmes of study at the doctoral level offered under
bilateral agreements between the University and other recognised
higher education institutions may have an inter-university nature.

Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (2), Rules made under
this paragraph may provide for, inter alia, the following matters:

(a)  the requirements of a postgraduate programme of study at the
doctoral level and the criteria for obtaining the Doctoral Degree,
including the writing of a doctoral dissertation;

(b)  the supervision and examination of the doctoral dissertation;
(c) the employment of doctoral students to assist in teaching;

(d)  the offer of inter-university postgraduate programmes of study
at the doctoral level.

In addition to the award of degrees, or in the event of attendance that
does not lead to the award of a degree by the University, the University
may issue certificates of attendance.

The University may issue any other certificates and attestations, in
addition to those mentioned in paragraph (1), relating to its students
and alumni.

Aiming to fulfil its teaching objectives and to maximise the efficiency and
effectiveness of the educational process, the University shall:

(a)

(b)

implement new teaching and learning methods, particularly those
based on modern technological and information resources, and shall
ensure the use of means grounded in the evolving technology of e-
learning to complement existing traditional teaching methods and
facilitate open and distance learning;

explore new teaching and learning methods implemented in the
European Union and more broadly, aiming to fully align with the
education policy of the European Union.

9



Teacher and student
mobility.

5R.A.A. 134/2016.

ECTS credit.

Academic year and

academic semesters.

Categories of
courses.

Academic and
Research Advisors.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The University shall promote teacher and student mobility, especially within
the European Higher Education area, but also more broadly, including, inter
alia, through:

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

the adoption and implementation of ECTS credits for all its programmes
of study;

the establishment of mechanisms for credit transfer and accumulation;

the exchange of students and staff with other universities within the
European Higher Education area, and more broadly;

the signing and promotion of bilateral and multilateral agreements with
external partners and, in particular, agreements aimed at promoting
both scientific and educational objectives;

the development of inter-university programmes of study in
cooperation with higher education institutions, recognised by the
competent authorities of their country.

The ECTS credit, as determined by a decision of the Senate from time to time,
shall constitute the basic mechanism for measuring the teaching and other
workload of the programmes of study of the University.

(1)

(2)

(3)

The academic year shall be divided into the winter and the spring
academic semesters.

Each academic year shall cover-

(a)  teaching periods;

(b)  periods of preparation for examinations;

(c)  examination periods.

During the summer period, after the end of the spring academic

semester and upon a decision of the Senate, permission may be granted
for specific programmes of study to be conducted.

The courses included in a curriculum may be divided into, inter alia, the
following:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(1)

compulsory;
restricted electives;
free electives.

An Academic Advisor shall be appointed for each undergraduate
student.

10
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of students.

Assessment of
programmes of
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Suspension of
studies.

21.

22.

23.

24.

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

A Research Advisor shall be appointed for each postgraduate student
writing a thesis at the Master’s level, as well as for each doctoral
student.

The responsibilities of the Academic and Research Advisors, as well as
their obligations to students, shall be prescribed by Rules.

Every academic staff member has the basic obligation to perform with
diligence and professionalism the teaching duties assigned to him/her
by the Board of his/her Department, taking into consideration the
general teaching obligations within the Department and the decisions
of the Senate regarding the teaching load of academic staff members.

Every academic staff member shall also inform his/her students of
his/her responsibilities, as well as of their own responsibilities, and shall
provide them with the relevant course outline.

The course outline shall explain the objectives and the content of the
course, as well as the teaching methods employed, and shall present
how students will be assessed. The assessment method shall be in line
with continuous assessment, as interpreted by the Senate.

Every student has the basic obligation to perform with diligence his/her
duties as a student.

Every student shall prepare the schedule of his/her courses and other
obligations per academic semester in close cooperation with his/her
Academic and/or Research Advisor.

Course attendance shall be continuous and compulsory.

Every student shall be responsible for the successful completion of
his/her studies.

Each curriculum shall:

(a)

(b)

(1)
(2)

be continuously assessed and revised by the Board of the Department
to which it belongs, aiming at its continuous improvement and ensuring
that it meets its academic and social objectives in the best possible way;

be subject to regular assessment by renowned, independent, external
assessors or under independent quality assessment and accreditation
mechanisms at the national or European level.

Any student may apply for suspension of his/her studies for a period
which shall not exceed two academic semesters.

An academic semester during which the student has suspended his/her
studies shall not be counted as part of the student's attendance.

11
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Removal from the
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Disciplinary action
against students.

Disciplinary offences.

25.

26.

27.

28.

(3)

(1)

(2)

The procedure for applying for suspension of studies, the responsibility
for examining the application, and any other related matters may be
regulated or prescribed by Rules.

The Senate may approve any student’s application for a temporary
interruption of his/her studies when serious medical reasons prevent
the student from participating in the University's procedures.

An academic semester during which the student has interrupted his/her
studies shall not be counted as part of the student's attendance.

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (h) of Regulation 30, a student
shall be removed from the Student Registry when he/she is unable to fulfil the
requirements of his/her programme of study within the maximum time
allowed for its completion, as specified in these Regulations, without having
to exceed the full number of ECTS credits of an academic semester, as
prescribed by Rules, for one or more of the academic semesters left.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(1)

(2)

A student shall be subject to disciplinary action if he/she commits a
disciplinary offence.

No disciplinary action may be taken against a student for the same
disciplinary offence of which he/she has already been found guilty or
acquitted.

A student who has withdrawn from his/her studies, in any way, shall
not be subject to disciplinary action. Yet, any disciplinary proceedings
that may have been initiated shall continue following his/her
withdrawal, except in the event of death.

If a criminal charge is brought against a student, no disciplinary action
may be taken or continued against the student for reasons related to
the criminal charge until the latter is finally terminated.

A student who has been charged with a criminal offence and found not
guilty may not be disciplined for the same offence; however, he/she
may be charged with a disciplinary offence arising from his/her conduct,
which is related to the criminal case but does not raise the same
disputed issue as that of the charge in the criminal case.

A disciplinary offence is the violation of the laws, regulations, rules, and
circulars of the University and the academic ethics in general.

The following disciplinary offences shall be considered serious:

(a)  Academic offences related to examinations, written assignments
or cases of plagiarism.

(b)  Negligence in the management of the University funds or the
University property of any kind.

12



Disciplinary
procedure.

Disciplinary
penalties.

29.

30.

(3)

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

(c)  Causing disturbances or engaging in misconduct that results in
damage to University buildings or property.

(d)  Misconduct on the University premises.
(e)  Violation of safety and traffic rules within the University.

(f) Violation of safety rules concerning the University's electronic
equipment or disruption of its normal operation.

(g8)  Photocopying more than 10% of a book and/or possessing such
material within the University premises.

Minor disciplinary offences shall be considered those that do not fall
within the serious disciplinary offences referred to in paragraph (2).

No disciplinary action shall be taken unless a written complaint is
submitted to the Disciplinary Control Committee.

Disciplinary action shall follow the procedure prescribed by Rules.

Disciplinary control shall be exercised in the first instance by a
permanent Disciplinary Control Committee appointed by the Senate
and ratified by the Council.

The decisions of the Disciplinary Control Committee shall be subject to
review by the Senate, as a second-tier body, in accordance with the
procedure prescribed by Rules.

The Disciplinary Control Committee shall decide, depending on the nature and
gravity of the disciplinary offence, on the imposition of any of the following
disciplinary penalties:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(8)
(h)

(i)

Verbal reprimand;

written reprimand;

grade penalties for misconduct related to examinations or assignments;
(unpaid) community work at the University;

suspension of rights/privileges, except those affecting learning;
imposition of a fine for partial or total compensation for damages
caused to University buildings or equipment, or any other property of

the University.

suspension from the University for a period of one or two semesters;

removal from the Student Registry;

a combination of the aforementioned penalties.

13



Scholarships, awards,
and allowances.

Student clubs.

Rules.

31.

32.

33.

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)

The University may confer awards and grant scholarships and
allowances coming from non-state sources.

The criteria and the procedure for awarding scholarships and granting
awards and allowances may be prescribed by Rules.

Students may form special clubs to promote cultural, social, athletic, or
academic matters.

The purposes and activities of the clubs referred to in paragraph (1)
shall be approved by the competent bodies of the University and shall
be prescribed by Rules.

The establishment, registration and operation of student clubs may be
prescribed by Rules.

Subject to the approval of the Council, the Senate may make Rules for,
or in relation to, the determination or regulation of any matter that
requires or is subject to determination or regulation under these
Regulations or whose determination or regulation is necessary for the
implementation of these Regulations.

Without prejudice to paragraph (1), Rules may be made for, or in
relation to, the following:

(a) pre-registration, enrolment in and withdrawal from courses;
(b)  the obligations of academic staff;

(c)  examinations, including examinations for persons with
disabilities or in special circumstances;

(d)  student exchanges;

(e) individualised studies;

(f) incomplete courses;

(g) re-evaluation of a course for non-academic reasons;
(h)  equivalence and corresponding students;

(i) automatic termination of attendance;

(i) inter-university programmes of study;

(k) the publication of an academic calendar, the schedule of classes,
and the schedule of final examinations.

The Rules issued under these Regulations shall be published.
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