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The Department of English Studies offers a choice 
among three tracks in its undergraduate programme 
leading to a B.A. in English Language and Literature. 
More particularly, after the freshman year, in which all 
students attend compulsory introductory and core 
courses, students are asked to choose among one of the 
following tracks: 

  Anglophone Literature and Cultural Studies 
  Theoretical and Applied Linguistics 
  Translation Studies 

The Department also offers four minor programmes in: 

  Anglophone Literature and Cultural Studies 
  Theoretical and Applied Linguistics 
  American Literature and Culture 
  Gender Studies (Interdepartmental) 

Last but not least, it participates in the Interdepartmental 
undergraduate programme of Modern Languages and 
European Studies, which is coordinated by the 
Department of French and European Studies. 

On a postgraduate level, the Department offers an M.A. 
Programme in Theoretical and Applied Linguistics, and 
it is planning the launch of an M.A. Programme in 
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL), as well as a new M.A. Programme in English 
Studies. It also offers programmes at a Ph.D. level in the 
three main academic fields the Department specializes 
in, that is in Anglophone Literature and Cultural Studies, 
Linguistics, and Translation Studies. 

Introduction
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Cultural Studies 

This track offers the possibility to study and analyze 
comparatively anglophone and other relevant 
literatures. The track engages in depth with major 
authors, genres, periods, and movements, 
applying a range of critical and methodological 
approaches for the interpretation of texts with 
different geographical and historical backgrounds. 
Given the transcultural nature of the English 
language and literature in a globalized world, a 
critical and interdisciplinary study of social and 
cultural practices on a local and global level  
are promoted by the courses offered in this  
track. Having a broader understanding of the 
contemporary role of the critical humanities, our 
aim is to cultivate the ability to discern ethical and 
socio-political issues in literature, the arts, and 
culture at large. 

 

  Theoretical and Applied Linguistics 

This track offers the possibility to scientifically 
study language in the fields of both Theoretical 
and Applied Linguistics. Theoretical Linguistics 
focuses on the study of the structure of English on 
all its levels (phonetics, phonology, morphology, 
syntax). Further objects of study include the 
signification and interpretation of language within 
(semantics) and beyond (pragmatics) its structure, 
language change (historical linguistics) and the 
relation between different languages (comparative 
linguistics), the relation between linguistic and 
psychological phenomena (psycholinguistics), 
language as a mental object (first language 
acquisition, language disorders), and finally the 
experimental and technical means for the study of 
linguistic phenomena (experimental linguistics).



The academic staff of the Department of English Studies 
maintain contacts and collaborate with a considerable number 
of international academics and universities in the framework 
of their research and teaching activities. The Department has 
secured a large number of ERASMUS+ agreements, which offer 
both students and academics the opportunity to visit 
universities abroad and gain valuable experience. At the same 
time, the presence of students and academics from 
international universities at home during the teaching periods 
enriches the academic and social life of the Department. The 
Department also retains close ties with the internationally 
acclaimed Institute for World Literature (IWL) of Harvard 
University, in which Ph.D. students from our Department 
participate regularly. 
All the teaching staff of the Department publish in prestigious 
international journals and respectable publishing houses of 
Europe and the US. The participation of our academics in 
editorial boards of prominent international academic journals 
and their often being invited to act as independent reviewers 
for such journals and publishing houses is yet further evidence 
of the international recognition of the Department. 
Furthermore, the Department’s academic staff attract local and 
international research projects and belong to international 
research networks. Additionally, they often present their work 
in international conferences and also organize international 
conferences and colloquia at home, which attract participants 
from abroad, thus strengthening the ties of the Department 
with the academic community at large. The Department also 
organizes annually very successful open lectures series (in the 
framework of the Departmental Forum and Cyprus Acquisition 
Team), in which teaching staff, postgraduate students, as well 
as guest speakers from other universities present their 
research, discuss their ideas and findings, and in return receive 
valuable feedback from the audience. 
The Department contributes to the wider community 
culturally and socially by hosting cultural events, such as 
lectures and theatrical performances, organizing a poetry 
competition and co-organizing a relevant festival. 
Furthermore, members of staff participate in various state 
committees (such as the Cyprus Council of Recognition of 
Higher Education Qualification [KY.S.A.T.S.] and the Cyprus 
National Bioethics Committee), take part in the pre-service 
training of English Language Teachers in Higher Education, 
prepare exam questions and grade exam papers in the 
Pancyprian exams, that is the exams that award the School 
Leaving Certificate to graduate students of Secondary 
Education and allow admission to public Higher Education, as 
well as contribute articles in the press.
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The branch of Applied Linguistics in our 
Department focuses primarily on pedagogical 
aspects of language teaching, including training in 
the teaching of English as a foreign language. Other 
areas of Applied Linguistics we look into include 
second language acquisition, heritage language 
acquisition, bilingualism, multilingualism, as well  
as Sociolinguistics (e.g., language in society, 
dialectology, language varieties and language 
variation, language planning, language policy, the 
relation of the official language with dialects and 
minority languages, the use of English as a second 
or foreign language in Cyprus, etc.). 
 

  Translation Studies 
The Translation Studies track focuses on the theory 
and practice of translation, but also on the wider 
field of Intercultural Studies in its connection with 
translation. Translation practice is not perceived 
exclusively as an interlingual phenomenon, but 
rather as an intercultural practice, since 
comparative skills and an intercultural perspective 
are indispensable prerequisites for both the study 
and practice of translation. The Department of 
English Studies offers the specific track in response 
to the need for alternative professional 
opportunities for our students, given that the 
translation profession has been flourishing 
worldwide since the 1970s and particularly in our 
digital age.
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the undergraduate and postgraduate levels, the 
Department’s academic programmes help students 
develop a broad spectrum of skills and competencies 
cultivated within the Ηumanities, such as: 

  A social and historical awareness. 

  Critical and analytic thinking. 

  Creativity and the ability to produce new ideas and 
think outside the box. 

  Efficiency in conducting research, evaluating 
information, and presenting research results. 

  Ability to express ideas and elaborate arguments 
clearly and convincingly. 

  Synthetic competency. 

  Ability to think critically, reflect, and dispute. 

  Problem-solving skills. 

  Fluency in both written and oral language. 

  Narrative and communicative competence. 

  Communicational and interpersonal skills. 

  Collaboration and group-work skills. 

 C
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ee
rs The Department of English Studies helps the graduates of 

all three tracks of the BA of English Language and Literature 
to build solid foundations, offering specialized, but at the 
same time broad academic knowledge, that allows them to 
aim for a wide spectrum of areas for their future 
employment. 

The graduates of our B.A. programme can enroll in the list 
of appointable secondary public education teachers, and, 
provided they pass the relevant exams held by the Ministry 
of Education of Cyprus, they are enrolled in the list of 
teachers-awaiting-appointment in the secondary public 
education. 

Besides that, our graduates can follow careers in: 
  Private secondary schools. 
  Private language schools and language tutoring. 
  Translation and subtitling agencies. 
  The sectors of theatre, the cinema, and creative writing. 
  Publishing houses. 
  The media. 
  Cultural institutions. 
  Public and private services. 

Furthermore, our B.A. graduates may pursue higher studies 
at a postgraduate level, leading to an M.A. or a Ph.D. In this 
case, they also have the option to work in Higher Education, 
teaching in universities and offering their services to 
research and teaching centers. A considerable number of 
our graduates from both our undergraduate and 
postgraduate programmes have secured employment in 
the above sectors.



Testimonials by Students and 
Graduates of the Department

MİNE ATLI  
B.A. in English Language and Literature 
Co-Founder and Managing Partner, Reynar &  
Atli Law Firm 

Studying at the Department of English Studies at the 
University of Cyprus provided me with the knowledge 
and understanding of the value of a low student-
teacher ratio. At UCY, you are more than just a student 
number. Staff and educators invested time and effort 

to understand our individual capacities and encourage us to excel. Professors and 
Lecturers provided critical feedback, that I still use in my professional life today. The 
Department of English Studies did not just enhance my academic skills, but my ability 
to learn and apply critical analysis. I recommend UCY to all students who are looking 
for a challenging experience, that will accelerate individual growth and development.

TASOS LAZARIDES 
B.A. in English Language and Literature 
Ph.D. in American Literature from the University  
of Maryland 
Director of Academic Innovation & Strategic  
Solutions, California State University San Marcos, 
U.S.A. 

My undergraduate degree from the Department of 
English Studies was key to my fulfilling academic and professional career. During my 
studies, I explored such varied areas as translation studies, cultural studies, and 
linguistics, which prepared me to successfully pursue post-graduate degrees in the 
United States and find employment in fields such as translation, journalism, teaching, 
and academic leadership. At a time when career expectations continue to shift, this 
diverse academic skillset has provided me with great flexibility. While my academic 
preparation was invaluable, I gained more than just that; I found inspiration, 
motivation, and mentorship. The Department of English Studies was truly a space of 
personal growth, that I still value greatly.

EVELINA LEIVADA 
B.A. in English Language and Literature 
Academic, Ph.D. in Linguistics from the University  
of Barcelona 
Ramón y Cajal Senior Research Fellow at the  
University of Rovira i Virgili 

Ten years after my B.A. degree and having acquired two 
further degrees (an M.A. and a Ph.D.) from universities 
abroad, I am convinced that the groundwork laid at the 
beginning of one’s career is paramount for one’s success. 

In my case, this took place at the Department of English Studies of the University of 
Cyprus, where I built all the necessary competences for my ensuing academic career, 
not only through my study there, but also by participating in research teams, research 
programmes, summer schools in Cyprus and abroad, and many other activities that 
are valuable when one is in the early stages of their career. The courses were extremely 
useful, the level of research is undoubtedly very high, and the atmosphere is very 
supportive to the students and their needs. The small audiences allowed the students 
to maintain direct and regular communication with the teaching staff, which was 
invaluable. Undoubtedly, my studies there changed my life, contributing decisively 
in the shaping of my personal and professional aspirations.

SKEVI HADJIEFTHYMIOU 
B.A. in English Language and Literature 
English and Spanish Language Teacher/Translator 

The Department of English Studies of the University 
of Cyprus gave me the opportunity to study in a 
multicultural environment, with teaching staff and 
students from the world over. Moreover, I was given 
the opportunity, along with the necessary support, 
to participate in two summer schools in Scotland 

and in Germany respectively, as well as spend a semester in Spain in the framework 
of the ERASMUS+ students exchange program. I will always remember the four years 
I studied at the Department, not only because these marked the beginning of my 
career as a language teacher of English and Spanish and a translator, but also because 
they moulded my character. Even after my graduation, my ties with the Department 
and its people were not severed. So, seven years after I had graduated, my joy was 
indescribable when I was employed there as a Special Scientist for the translation 
track. I am sure that my ties with the Department will last for a lifetime.



CHRYSTALENI TRYFONOS 
Fourth-year B.A. Student at the Department of  
English Studies (Anglophone Literature and  
Cultural Studies track) 
Top scorer in the Pancyprian Exams of 2017 

Before starting my studies in English Language 
and Literature, my understanding was that the 
particular field principally trains English 
language teachers for teaching English as a 
foreign language. In time, I was thrilled to realize 
that the Department of English Studies of the 

University of Cyprus, with the three-track graduate programme it offers and its 
highly qualified academic staff, prepares its students for many more options pivoting 
on the humanities. The knowledge offered covers an incredibly wide spectrum, so 
that each student can adapt their curriculum to match their interests and future 
aspirations. Although the challenges of the modern labour market loom dismal to 
graduates today, a graduate from the Department of English Studies has not only 
secured a sound foundation to become an educator, but also the critical spirit, 
knowledge, mental flexibility, and humanistic values that can allow them to 
potentially opt for a completely different career.

KYRIAKI HADJIAFXENDI 
B.A. in English Language and Literature 
Academic, Ph.D. in English Literature from the  
University of East Anglia 
Senior Lecturer in English Literature at 
Bath Spa University 

I am a Senior Lecturer in English at Bath Spa 
University. I wouldn’t have become the kind of 
independent and curious person I am today and 
enjoy the academic career I have in Britain, 

without studying English at the University of Cyprus. The flexible English course I 
undertook there was the best thing that ever happened to me. Not only did its 
diverse modules introduce me to the wonders of all types of literature written in 
English, but, more importantly, they gave me a comparative perspective through 
which I rediscovered life in refreshing and pleasurable new ways. It is amazing what 
actual difference you can make, when you start thinking for yourself and put your 
curiosity to a good end. I was fortunate to be taught by inspirational lecturers, who 
knew how to embed life skills in their teaching and showed me the importance of 
making critical thinking a principle in life and not merely applying it just as a tool 
to read texts. I hope that my students will also learn through my own academic 
practice how to be reflective, innovative and reflexive. If you are looking for a life-
changing experience, that will transform your relationship with words and yourself 
and show you how to navigate in the ever changing and uncertain world we 
currently live in, but without having to worry about employability, then this is the 
course for you. Go for it!

CONTACT 
http://ucy.ac.cy/eng/en/

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH STUDIES 
UNIVERSITY OF CYPRUS, P.O. BOX 20537, 1678, Nicosia, Cyprus 
Tel.: +357 22 892101 / 22 892102 
Email address: english@ucy.ac.cy 
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