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Abstract: 

The jihadist mobilization resulting from the ongoing conflicts in Syria and Iraq has 

reached unprecedented levels in Western Europe. But the processes of radicalization 

and recruitment prompted by the activities of the so-called Islamic State and of Al 

Qaeda's Al Nusra Front have not had a uniform effect throughout Western Europe. 

Countries affected most have something in common: their Muslim populations 

overwhelmingly comprise second-generation descendants of immigrants from North 

Africa, South Asia and the Middle East. 

Short CV: 

Fernando Reinares is Senior Analyst on International Terrorism at the Elcano Royal 

Institute, as well as Professor of Political Science and Security Studies at Universidad 

Rey Juan Carlos in Madrid. He is also Adjunct Professor in the Security Studies 

Program at Georgetown University in Washington, DC. He has been Researcher at the 

European University Institute in Florence, Fulbright Scholar at Stanford University, 

Fellow of St. Antony’s College in Oxford, and Public Policy Scholar at the Woodrow 

Wilson Center in Washington, DC. He is Contributing Editor of the journal Studies in 

Conflict and Terrorism. Between 2004 and 2006 he served as Senior Advisor on 

counterterrorism policy to Spain’s Ministry of the Interior and subsequently as 

Chairman of the European Commission expert group on radicalization.  
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